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Karina Wong Teaches Immigrants Entrepreneur Secrets 
Former Director of Business Outreach Center Releases A New Book,  

My First Pot 0f Gold, Very Clear and Informative 
 
--Reporting from New York, Zhi Yi Chan 
 
It is hard enough to start a business, but to start one in a place where you may not know the language or have someone to help you is even 
more difficult.  In order to help Chinese immigrants become successful entrepreneurs, Karina Wong, former Director of Business Outreach 
Center at Chinatown Manpower Project, spent the past year and a half writing a new book, My First Pot of Gold: An American Business 
Handbook for Chinese Immigrants.  At the book release press conference on July 25th, Ms. Wong said that by combining clear and 
straightforward answers with different success stories of real entrepreneurs in different industries, the book teaches how to correctly grow 
and manage a business to make your “first pot of gold.” 
 
Ms. Wong graduated from Indiana University majoring in Business Management and worked for JPMorgan Chase as a financial analyst.  
Later she realized that she wanted to focus on helping the community so she became Deputy Executive Director at CMP where she assisted 
many immigrant entrepreneurs. 
 
At the press conference yesterday, Ms. Wong said that Chinese immigrants face challenges of limited capital, linguistic and cultural barriers.  
For example, marketing in America is very important, but immigrants may not have exposure to these concepts from their home countries.  
In addition, the government offers many entrepreneur resources, but most are not translated into Chinese so immigrants are unable to use 
them.   
 
My First Pot of Gold is written in Chinese and English.  Ms. Wong wrote the book in English and hired a translator to convert the book into 
Chinese.  She invested her own money to publish the first print of 3,000 books.   She said she learned from her parents who run a restaurant 
in Chicago, which added to her knowledge to create a good business idea.  Also, input from professional lawyers, accountants, bankers and 
successful business owners helped her to successfully finish the book.  Now she feels very happy and relaxed. 
 
Ms. Wong does not want to say how much she invested in publishing the book.  “I just hope this book can help a lot of Chinese immigrants 
and the community to grow.”  In the book, she uses different perspectives to cover business planning, marketing, business regulations, 
capital and management to teach immigrant entrepreneurs how to “find gold” in business.  In the book, she uses many case studies and 
examples of successful Chinese entrepreneurs as well as a business plan template and list of resources.  
 
Ms. Wong commented that at the moment she does not plan on writing a second book .  This fall she will be attending London School of 
Economics to get her Master’s degree.  The book will be available August 10 at World Journal bookstores or you can purchase online at 
www.myfirstpotofgold.com. 

http://www.myfirstpotofgold.com/
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